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(54) IMAGE SIGNAL DECODER AND METHOD 

(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To solve the problem that a 
conventional image signal decoder requires to discriminate an 
image area visually observed to be distortion and kinds of the 
distortion and to eliminate the distortion because the kind of 
distortion and its degree caused by compression coding differ from 
pattern contents of an image and visual characteristics. 
SOLUTION: An image signal causing distortion by compression 
coding is decoded, inversely quantized and a distortion elimination 
circuit applies distortion elimination processing to compressed data 
subjected to inverse orthogonal transformation. In this case, a 
distortion discrimination variable extract circuit generates variables 
to discriminate distortion from an orthogonal transformation 
coefficient by each block, a distortion discrimination analysis 
circuit discriminates the presence, type and level of distortion 
based on generated variables and the distortion elimination circuit 
adaptively eliminates distortion by each block based on the result 
of discrimination. 
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